Sportsplex ice Arena
Langley, BC 1999

As a consequence of the results achieved at the Excellent Ice facilities SUPERTHERM ®©

was specified on the North Langley Sportsplex ice arena. Again this is a stress skin pre-
engineered structure from Colony Buildings and David Thompson.

In addition to providing a heat shield to the exterior of the facility and thus reducing
the heat load on the ice making equipment; SUPERTHERM ® also prevented the
condensation from the brine lines creating dangerous footing on the rubber mats.



https://web.archive.org/web/20171117131042/http:/www.eaglecoatings.net/content/supertherm.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20171117131042/http:/www.eaglecoatings.net/content/supertherm.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20171117131042/http:/www.colonybuildings.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20171117131042/mailto:dthompson@colonybuildings.com
https://web.archive.org/web/20171117131042/http:/www.eaglecoatings.net/content/supertherm.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20171117131042/http:/www.eaglecoatings.net/content/supertherm.htm
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Contractors
apply Super
Therm to the
outside of the
new ice arena
in Walnut
Grove. The thin
coating, which
is available in
white and pas-
tel colours, is
designed to
reduce heating
costs.

Keeping cool cuts costs

Brenda Anderson
MetroValley

t came from outer space . . . and landed in
Northwest Langley.

No, it’s not the colossal flying saucer
perched next to the freeway. It's much less
obvious than that.

At a mere seven-one-thousandths-of-an-inch
thick, the inconspicuous white coating on the
exterior of the new Langley Township
Sportsplex ice arena, just across the street
from the theatre, has brought space-age tech-
‘nology down to earth in Langley.

It's called Super Therm, a three-layer ceram-
ic coating developed by NASA to protect the
Space Shuttle when it re-enters earth’s atmos-
phere, and Doug Pearce hopes to collect a bit
of the payload from the cutting-edge product.

Pearce is president of Eagle Specialized
Coatings And Protected Environments
(ESCAPE), a small Surrey-based company
which, as Canada’s only authorized dealer of
the product, sells more than 200 variations of
the protective covering.

Individually designed to reflect heat, insu-
late, stop condensation, prevent or seal in
rust, and repel graffiti, the thin coatings can

Ice rinks use

represent big savings for business, said
Pearce.

For example, an insulating coating with a
thickness of seven dry mils
(7/10007) is the equivalent
of six to eight inches of R19
pink fiberglass batt, he
explains, and can save a
company from 20 to 80 per
cent on heating bills,
although the average is
about a 30 per cent reduc-
tion, he stated.

The graffiti repellent coat-
ing can be used to protect
buildings or to seal murals
and prevent taggers from
painting over top.

But it wasn’t Super
Therm’s insulating proper-
ties that first caught
Pearce’s attention — it was
its safety record.

“It has zero flame spread and zero smoke
development,” on a scale of zero to 100 —
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which is the flammability of a fir tree —

explained the vice president of the Greater

Vancouver Fire Protection Agency.

“That's what originally
interested me because I had
never seen zero before,
“When I started looking at
it, the thermal properties
got me excited.

Pearce began examining
where the product had been
applied and then started
exploring its potential.

“As usual, Canada was play-
ing catch up,” he said.

Super Therm had been
used extensively in the
States, Europe and Japan,
but the Canadian mentality
was still “yes, I know it's
been used in the U.S. and
Europe but what are its local
references,” noted Pearce.

After a year of furious marketing, ESCAPE
began turning heads closer to home three

£

years ago.

Their first targets were steel buildings which
rust, conduct heat and condensate — so that it
essentially rains inside the building.

Burnaby 8-Rinks applied the coating to their
heating ducts so warm air makes it to the end
of the duct without cooling off and blowing
frigid air on figure skaters.

Meanwhile, National Training Rinks applied
Super Therm to facilities in Surrey and
Montreal. In addition to reducing energy costs
at the Surrey building by 30 per cent, the
coating withstood the devastating ice storm
that ravaged much of the Montreal area.

The rink in Walnut Grove applied Super
Therm to the outside of the building to act as
an insulator, but a coating was also applied to
concrete floors to prevent condensation from
rising and freezing, creating hazardous walk-
ing conditions.

“I think it’s good that the manager of the
Walnut Grove rink was working for us” when
the coating was applied to the Surrey rink,
said Dwayne Lowdermilk, director of National
Training Rinks Corp. -

"We experimented and he benefited. And
I'm glad if the taxpayers of Langley can have
any savings at all on this rink,” he added.



